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 म    प         म           य      र          
 
 

 

03J6. Overloading, long ride hours weighed heavy on Gulmarg Gondola 

        र और ऱ        ऱ   मय      ऱम       ऱ  पर   ऱ    र       

 Set up in 1998, the gondola runs in two phases every day: Gulmarg to Kongdoori (10-
minute ride) and Kongdoori to Apharwat (12-minute ride), with the highest point located at 
an altitude of 4,390 metres (14,403 feet). 

 1998           यह                                  ह    ह :   ऱम           र  (10         
य   ) औ       र       र    (12         य   ),                   4,390 म  र (14,403    )    
              ह   

TOP 5 HIGHEST AND LONGEST CABLE CAR SYSTEMS IN 

THE WORLD 

Highest Cable Car Systems 

1. Matterhorn Alpine Crossing 

 Highest 3S cableway in the world. 

 The system reaches Europe's highest cable-car 

station at about 3,883 m (12,739 ft) above sea level.  

 It connects Switzerland and Italy across the Alps.  

2. Gulmarg Gondola 

 Reaches approximately 3,980 m (13,058 ft) at Apharwat Peak and is widely 
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recognized as one of the world's highest operating gondolas.  

3. Mérida Cable Car 

 The famous Mukumbarí system climbs to Pico Espejo in the Andes at around 4,765 m 

(15,633 ft), making it one of the highest cable-car systems ever built.  

4. Tianmen Mountain Cableway 

 Although not the highest by summit elevation, it rises dramatically over 1,279 m 

vertically, one of the greatest elevation gains achieved by a passenger cableway.  

5. Mi Teleférico 

 The world's largest urban cable-car network operates at elevations exceeding 4,000 m, 

making it one of the highest public transit systems on Earth. 

Longest Passenger Cable Car Systems 

1. Hon Thom Cable Car 

 Length: 7.899 km, Holds the Guinness record for the world's longest non-stop three-

rope cable car over the sea.  

Quick Comparison 

Cable Car Country Approx. Length 
Maximum 

Elevation 

Hon Thom Cable Car Vietnam 7.9 km ~175 m 

Tochal Telecabin Iran 7.5 km ~3,740 m 

Tianmen Mountain Cableway China 7.455 km ~1,519 m 

Gulmarg Gondola India ~5 km (two phases) ~3,980 m 

Matterhorn Alpine Crossing Switzerland–Italy Multi-section ~3,883 m station 

Wings of Tatev Armenia 5.75 km 
~320 m above 

gorge 
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03J6. Brand value 

     म  य 

 A commanding display over Gujarat Titans in the final at 
Ahmedabad‟s Narendra Modi Stadium on Sunday ensured that RCB 
joined the likes of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and Mumbai Indians, 

teams that have won the title for two consecutive years. 

           ह           र   म         यम                र             
                           य     RCB            पर       (CSK) औ  
म         य                                 ह     ,    ह                     

           ह   
 Ever since the league‟s inception in 2008, the Bengaluru squad 

tended to flourish in spurts and then fade away. 

2008                    ह                   -                           , 
                                          

 Last year, however, a turnaround was effected but as Rajat 
Patidar’s men exulted, the moment turned tragic with 11 fans losing their 
lives in a stampede outside the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru. 

ह      ,                   य        ,          र   प     र               
          ह    ,       य            म.         म       यम      ह       

   11              य     यह             य   
 Having commenced on March 28, the IPL with 10 teams and 74 

matches, had a bloated air and at times viewer interest dipped. 

28 म           ह   IPL    10      औ  74             ,            यह     

                   ह   औ                            ह    
 Just as Sachin Tendulkar made his international debut at 16, 

Sooryavanshi too seems set to join that space of young talent pursuing 
higher glory. 

                  ऱ र    16         य              य          य    ,     
       य         य                                ह              ह  ह ,        

      य             ह   
 Just as RCB, Titans, Sunrisers Hyderabad and Rajasthan 

Royals made it to the play-offs, legacy units such as CSK, Mumbai 
Indians and Kolkata Knight Riders fell by the wayside. 

 ह   RCB,       ,   र         र     औ  र       र य      -ऑ      ह    ,  ह                     
     CSK,           य   औ    ऱ          र            ह     

 The IPL is a massive sporting brand but it should not cannibalise traditional cricket. 

IPL                   ह ,                                     ह             ह           ह   
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03J6.The finish line is still far for Indian sprinting 

  र  य               ऱ        ऱ                  र    

 Gurindervir Singh’s national-record, 10.09s, ranks 524th on the all-time list; only 39 
countries have broken the 10-second barrier. 

   र  र  र         र    य  र    , 10.09      ,       ऱ       म  524        पर   ;    ऱ 39         
10-                 प र   य      

 By the time the men‟s 100m final began at the Federation Cup in Ranchi on May 23, 2026, 
India‟s national record had already changed hands twice within that tournament — a first in 
Indian sprinting. 

23 म  2026    र         य        र     प             100 म  र     ऱ         ह               
     य               य                                 —         य          ह       ह       
ह    
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 A day earlier, Gurindervir Singh had lowered the national record to 10.17 seconds in the 

first semifinals. 

        ह      र  र  र          ह                     य                 10.17            य      
 His time of 10.09 seconds not only restored the record to his name but also made him the 

first Indian to break the 10.1-second barrier. 

     10.09            य             य                             य ,        ह  10.1       

                    ह        य          य   
 Anil Kumar’s national record of 10.21 seconds had remained unbeaten since 2000. 

   ऱ   म र    10.21               य        2000             ह       
 By clocking 10.18 seconds, Animesh not only broke that in July 2025, but became the first 

Indian to cross the 10.2-second barrier. 

10.18            य                     ऱ   2025            ह            ,      10.2          
                    ह        य         

 On the global all-time list, Gurindervir‟s record ranks only 524th. 

                                                  524           ह   
 At the very top, the sport remains remarkably concentrated. 

            यह                                            ह   
 Ten of the top 11 performances belong to sprinters from just two countries — Jamaica and 

the U.S. 

     11              10              —  म    औ   म  र   —                 ह   
 Jamaica‟s Usain Bolt holds the world record at 9.58 seconds. 

                          9.58                          ह   
 American Tyson Gay shares the second-fastest time in history at 9.69 seconds. 

             य                ह                       य 9.69           ह   
 

03J6. QUIZ: IPL 

1. Teams That Successfully Defended Their IPL Titles 
 Chennai Super Kings (CSK) and Mumbai Indians (MI) 

 Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) joined a very exclusive 
group of IPL teams by successfully defending their title in IPL 2026.  

 Mumbai Indians defended their title in 2020 after winning in 
2019, while Chennai Super Kings retained their crown in 2011 after 
winning in 2010.  

2. The Only Batter to Score Two Centuries 
 Sanju Samson emerged as the only batter to score two 

centuries in IPL 2026.  

 His second hundred of the season made him the only player 
to achieve multiple centuries during the tournament.  

3. Locations of Two Major IPL Stadiums 
 The Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Cricket Stadium  is located in Raipur.  

 The Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium is situated in Hyderabad. 

 
4. Unique Feature of Match 38 Played on April 26 
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 The match was decided by a Super Over, with KKR defeating LSG. 
 Match 38 of IPL 2026 became memorable because it was the only match of the season to 

be decided through a Super Over.  

 The contest between Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) and Lucknow Super Giants (LSG) 
ended in a tie after both teams scored identical totals.  

5. First Player to Win Back-to-Back IPL Titles with Two Different Teams 
 Krunal Pandya created a unique IPL record by winning consecutive IPL titles with different 

franchises. He was part of Mumbai Indians' championship-winning teams in 2019 and 
2020, and later became a member of Royal Challengers Bengaluru's title-winning squads 
in 2025 and 2026.  

6. Awards Won by Vaibhav Sooryavanshi 
 Teenage sensation Vaibhav Sooryavanshi enjoyed a breakthrough IPL 2026 season and 

received multiple official awards. He won the Most Valuable Player (MVP) award for his 

overall impact on matches.  

 He was also named the Emerging Player of the Season, recognizing his exceptional 

performances at a young age. 

  Additionally, he secured the Super Striker Award for maintaining an outstanding strike rate 
and the Super Sixes Award for hitting the highest number of sixes.  

 His record-breaking performances established him as one of the brightest young talents in 

Indian cricket.  

03J6. Pope picks first lay woman to head 
communications dept. at Vatican 

 प प                  र           म       प म  प ऱ  
  र-प  र  म  ऱ          

 Pope Leo XIV on Tuesday named a Mexico-born 

news executive to head up the Vatican‟s powerful 
communications department. 

 प प  ऱय  XIV               म       म    म            

                                                    य    

  य   
 The first lay woman 

to hold a post in the Roman 
Curia. 

  ह र म   य  रय              
  य    ह          ह      -

        ह   ह   
 Maria Montserrat Alvarado, currently president of the 

Catholic media outlet EWTN News, will take up her post in 

November. 

             य         EWTN News             य  

म  रय  म     र       र                         ह         

03J6. Bahutule is India’s spin-bowling coach ahead 
of Afghanistan Test 

                    प ऱ       ऱ        र       प              
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 Sairaj Bahutule has joined the Indian team as spin-bowling coach ahead of the Test 
against Afghanistan. 

   र        ऱ                                      ह        य          प                       
              ह   

 The former India leggie will oversee the national team‟s spin department across formats. 

           य                             य                                    
 

03J6.India men rout Korea in under-18 Asia Cup 

    र-18    य   प म    र        रय      र र           

 The Indian men produced a dominant 4-1 victory against 
Korea in their third under-18 Asia Cup 2026 Pool A match 

here. 

   र  य प      म    यह                         र-18    य   प 

2026                     रय                  4-1            
    

 India faces Taiwan on Wednesday. 

                                          ह     

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

03J6. I know I am not far away from the top 

 म    प         म           य      र          

 After quietly climbing to World No. 40, Chotrani has his eyes fixed on the Asian Games 
singles gold. 

                 र      40     ह                र                 य         ऱ      प      ह   
 After taking up squash full-time following his graduation from Cornell University in the USA 

two years ago, Veer Chotrani has emerged as one of the players to watch out for on the PSA 
Tour. 

         ह                  ऱ य                   ह                                             
  र    र       प       र                य           ह     ह   

 The 24-year-old from Mumbai has quietly climbed the PSA rankings ladder to a career-high 
World No. 40, registering notable wins over top players. 
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 म           24    य                      य            य              ह                   
   य                  र      40 ह        ह   

 Chotrani has now set his sights on winning the Asian Games gold medal in singles, which 
offers direct qualification for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. 

    र                        य            प              य  य   य  ह ,    2028 ऱ   

     ऱ   ऱ  प              य  य             ह   

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 03 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

03J6 Blue Moon 

03J6 IMD revises its forecast for the onset of monsoon over Kerala to ‘around June 4’ 

 IMD      रऱ म  म         आ म     प      म            र ‘ऱ    4    ’   य  
03J6 India losing ability to build its own instruments: climate science report 

   र   प            प र    म     म      र     :  ऱ  य         रप    
03J6 Bolides: fireballs going boom 

  ऱ    :         र       - प    

03J6 Benin president visits Niger, a first since 2023 coup sparked tensions 

          र   प          र      र    य , 2023        पऱ         य  प ऱ  य    
 
 

Blue Moon 

 

 A blue moon, the second full moon in a calendar 
month, rises behind the ancient Greek temple of 
Poseidonat Cape Sounion south of Athens, on May 
31. 

 A Blue Moon is a special term used for an unusually 
timed full moon. Despite its name, the Moon does not 
actually appear blue in most cases. 

Monthly Blue Moon 

 When two full moons occur in the same calendar month, the second full moon is 

called a Blue Moon. 

 This happens because: 

o A full moon occurs roughly every 29.5 days. 

o Some months are 31 days long. 

o Therefore, occasionally a month can contain two full moons. 

 Example: If a full moon occurs on 1st August and another on 31st August, the 

second one is called a Blue Moon. 

 This type of Blue Moon occurs roughly once every: 2.5 to 3 years. 
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03J6.  India losing ability to build its own instruments: climate science report 

   र   प            प र    म     म      र     :  ऱ  य         रप    

 The warning appeared in the Mega Science Vision-2035 (MSV) report on Climate 
Research. 

 यह         म              -2035 (MSV)  ऱ  य            रप             ह   
 A road map prepared by the Indian climate research community with the Indian Institute of 

Science (IISc), Bengaluru, as the nodal institution. 

 यह             य     य                य         र  य              (IISc),    ऱ           

              य     य   य   
 To boost domestic manufacturing, the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal was made 

mandatory for public scientific institutions. 
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                                                              ह        म    -म     ऱ   (GeM) 

           य     य   य   
 India has pledged 500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030. 

         2030    500 GW   र-     म       म   ह                     य  ह   
 And crossed the halfway mark on installed electricity capacity from non-fossil sources in 

2025. 

 औ  2025       -                         य                         य ह          य   

Mega projects 

 म    प रय       

 The report called for an indigenous Earth System Model built “from first principles”. 

           “            ”                          म म  ऱ                            
 Spanning observatories, satellites, in-situ networks, field campaigns, indigenous sensors, 

carbon-neutrality research and adaptation science. 

               ,    ह,    -             ,         य  ,            ,      - य       
         औ                      ह   

 

03J6.  Bolides: fireballs going boom 

  ऱ    :         र       - प   

 On May 30, a meteor exploded over 
northeastern U.S. while producing loud booming 

noises. 

30 म        -       य    र  य  म  र             

              ह  ,                           य   
      ह    

 NASA scientists said the object broke 
apart around 64 km above the ground as it was 
falling at more than 1,20,000 km/hr. 

                     ह     यह                    

64   ऱ म  र           ,      यह 1,20,000 

  म /                            ह      
 The energy the explosion released was 

estimated to be equivalent to around 300 
tonnes of TNT. 

                                             

300                       य   य   
 Experts often call these objects 

bolides. 

                      य    ऱ     ह   ह   
 A bolide is an exceptionally bright meteor that breaks apart or explodes in the earth‟s 

atmosphere. 

  ऱ         य               ह    ह ,               य                  ह  य           ह       ह   
 These objects are originally small pieces of rock or metal in space that, after a close 

encounter with the earth, enter the atmosphere as meteors. 

य                                         य                     ह    ह ,                             

                य                   ह   
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 As such a meteor falls, the air in front becomes compressed and heated, causing it to glow 
and produce a bright streak of light across the sky. 

                  ह ,                    य          औ      ह       ह ,        ह            ह  
औ                                            ह   

 Most meteors are very small and burn up completely before reaching the ground. 

                ह        ह    ह  औ             ह     ह          ह   ह         ह         ह   
 If they become bright enough, they become fireballs. 

य        य           ह      ,      ह    यर  ऱ  ह       ह   
 And if they fragment violently and release a large amount of energy, astronomers often call 

them bolides. 

औ  य                       य                     ,              ह    य    ऱ     ह   ह   
 The rock or metal is usually some small fragment left behind by asteroids or, less often, 

comets. 

यह       य         य                            म                               ह    ह   
 They orbit the sun until their paths intersect with that of the earth. 

     य                  ह   ह ,                                                 
 When they enter the atmosphere, they can travel tens of kilometres every second. 

        य                   ह ,         य                                 य         ह   
 The loud booms are the resulting shockwaves. 

                    य                           ह    ह   
 A famous example is the Chelyabinsk bolide, which exploded over Russia in 2013, 

generating a powerful shockwave that damaged buildings and injured more than a thousand 
people. 

            ह      य         ऱ    ह ,    2013                       ह     ,             

                                             य  औ     ह                  य  ह      

03J6. Benin president 
visits Niger, a first 
since 2023 coup 

sparked tensions 

          र   प      
    र      र    य , 
2023        पऱ     
    य  प ऱ  य    

 Benin’s new leader 
was in Niger on Tuesday, 

state TV showed. 

    य               ,          
                       र 
 ह      

 Niger‟s military 
leaders, who broke off ties 
with traditional ally France, 

closed the border with 
Benin. 

             य          , 
   ह              हय         
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                   ,                                 
 After accusing the country of harbouring “French bases” bent on destabilising Niger. 

   ह                                         य    “           य       ”                     

   य      
 “For Benin to come out and say that it has nothing to do with France‟s interests.” 

 “                                     ह                 ह   ह  ” 
 “That Benin is not facilitating France‟s presence on its territory in order to attack its 

neighbours.” 

 “औ                                                          ह                        ह       ह  
ह  ” 

 Niger regularly accuses Benin of harbouring French military bases. 

         य                              य                                ह   
 Which it says are training jihadists. 

           ह   ह     य         ह   य               ह  ह   

GS Paper II: Governance 03 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

03J6 Can CBSE’s marking system be reformed for transparency and credibility? 

 य  प र       और        य       ऱ  CBSE    म  य        ऱ  म      र   य            ? 
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03J6. Can CBSE’s marking system be reformed for transparency and 
credibility? 

 य  प र       और        य       ऱ  CBSE    म  य        ऱ  म      र   य          
  ? 

 Portal glitches, blurred scans, and evaluation anomalies exposed weaknesses in the 
rollout of the OSM system. 

प   ऱ            य ,                य  औ  म  य                   य         म    ऱ     
  य    य           य             य   

 The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), responding to long-standing demands 
for greater transparency in evaluation, introduced the on-screen marking (OSM) system to 

standardise answer-script assessment through digital technology. 

    य म  य म            (CBSE)       य                                 य           ह        
     य                 य            य                        य                      ह    ऑ -

     म      (OSM)    ऱ            
 Under this framework, answer books are scanned into secure digital files and evaluated 

online through a cyber-secure platform enabling digital monitoring, random allocation of 
scripts, centralised moderation, and automated verification checks. 

    य                                                             य       ह           -
                      य     ऑ         य       य       ह ,                     , 
                य            ,                               य                       
      ह   

 The initiative sought to improve transparency, accuracy, confidentiality, and uniformity in 
marking. 

    ह          य    य                 ,       ,      य   औ                           
 However, it soon faced controversies over server failures, portal glitches, blurred or 

incomplete scanned scripts, unchecked responses, inconsistent step-marking, evaluation 
discrepancies, payment gateway issues, and concerns about the reliability and verifiability of 
the digital evaluation process. 

ह      ,     ह                 ,           य ,                                          ,      
             ,                  ,    य            य ,                        य        
          य        य            य   औ    य                                           

 It also raises a fundamental question: why should students be charged to access and verify 
answer scripts that are largely their own intellectual work and have already been digitised as 
part of the evaluation process? 

यह                        ह                                 ह    औ    य                

 य    य     ,       य          य                  ह  औ     ह     य        य             ह   
ह              य          ह ? 

The evaluation system 

म  य        ऱ  

 Evaluation remains the most consequential component of the Teaching–Learning–
Evaluation (TLE) framework because it directly influences students‟ academic progression, 
college admissions, scholarships, and career opportunities, particularly for Class XII students. 

   य         –    म–म  य     (TLE)                ह               ह   ह ,  य    यह      
                   ,  ह    य  य     ,        य  औ     य                       ह , 
            12       य    य          
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 After years of preparation and intense competition, students have a legitimate right to know 
how their answers were assessed, how step-marking was applied, and where marks were 
deducted. 

         य    औ                              यह                     ह                  
   य            य   य ,                         य   य           ह            

 Unlike multiple-choice-question (MCQ)-based examinations, where evaluation through optical 
mark recognition (OMR) sheets and answer keys is objective and machine-verifiable, 

descriptive examinations involve subjective assessment across multiple steps, methods, and 
interpretations. 

 ह       य     (MCQ)                         ,  ह   ऑ                    (OMR)     

औ                  य        य                               य     ह    ह ,                  
              ,     य  औ   य  य               य          य           ह    ह   

OSM rollout and challenges 

OSM      य   य  और       य   

 However, the rollout reportedly suffered from hurried implementation, weak digital 
infrastructure, poor-quality scanning systems, limited examiner training, and inadequate 
operational protocols. 

ह      ,                         य   य               य   य ,                    

        ,                               ,                         य                    

        य     ह    
 The experience highlighted that digital evaluation is not merely a software transition but a 

complex academic and technological ecosystem that requires robust SOPs, secure 

infrastructure, examiner preparedness, audit mechanisms, and strong cybersecurity 
safeguards to ensure transparency, consistency, and accountability. 

                   य               य                य           ह   ह ,              

       औ             ह ,                    ,        औ        ह                ह          

SOPs,                ,             य   , ऑ        औ                      य     
   य    ह    ह   

Scope for reforms in the OSM system 

OSM    ऱ  म      र              

 CBSE should securely deliver encrypted digital copies within a fixed timeline through 
authenticated portals, email, or secure mobile platforms. 

CBSE                   ,                                        य                य        
                        य                               ह   

 Such a framework would make evaluation more transparent, traceable, scalable, and 
verifiable while reducing server congestion, manual intervention, and access-related disputes. 

             य                   ,         य,        य  य औ    य    य  य       ,     ह  
            ,        ह      औ   ह                               

 The CBSE should establish high-resolution scanning systems, encrypted archival and backup 
facilities, high-capacity cloud servers, and strong cybersecurity safeguards against 
unauthorised access or data manipulation. 

CBSE       -     य                 य  ,                  औ                ,          
                             ह    औ          ह                                    य        

        ह   
 The complete workflow — including scanning, indexing, storage, evaluator access, digital 

delivery, and audit logging — should undergo repeated pilot testing and full-load simulations 
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through local and pre-board examinations before nationwide rollout. 

         य    ह —              ,          ,       ,        ह   ,              औ  ऑ           

      ह  —        य      य   य      ह        य       -                   य        -    
  य         औ      -                          ह   

 Evaluators, moderators, scanning staff, and administrators should undergo structured training 
in digital evaluation procedures, screen-based moderation, stepwise marking, and handling of 
scanned scripts. 

   य          ,         ,                य  औ                      य        य   ,     -

              ,                                                                    य  
        ह   

 Students should use only black pens and standardised answer-writing formats to ensure clear 
scanning and readability of answer books and supplementary sheets. 

                      औ              -               य           ह ,                   
औ                                     य                       

 Detailed subject-wise marking schemes, including step-marks and acceptable alternative 
methods, should be released within a week after the examinations. 

            औ       य              य    ह            य       य     य                   

    ह                         ह   
 Additionally, within two to three weeks after examinations, encrypted digital answer scripts 

should be securely delivered to students and parents through authenticated portals, email, or 
registered mobile applications integrated with secure cloud and messaging APIs. 

            ,                          ह                                               

      ,                        औ           APIs                              य          य  

        औ                                              ह   
 Students or parents should confirm within 24 hours of receipt that the scripts are complete, 

readable, correctly indexed, and genuinely their own, including all supplementary sheets. 

                               24              यह               ह                      , 
    य,  ह                                         ह ,                           ह   

 The evaluation should begin only after script verification is completed. 

             य         ह           ह     य           ह       ह   
 Examiners must assess scripts strictly in accordance with approved stepwise marking 

schemes. 

                           य     य                 ह                     य          
   ह   

 Additional digital oversight tools, such as audit trails, online moderation, automated totaling 
checks, anomaly-detection systems, and random quality audits, should continuously monitor 
consistency, completeness, and adherence to SOPs. 

ऑ       , ऑ             ,         य  -    ,          ह              य              
ऑ                                                       ,        औ  SOPs               
                ह   

 Since students and parents would already possess both their answer scripts and official 
marking schemes, they can independently estimate their likely scores before the declaration 
of results. 

           औ                                                    य     य        ह      
      ह   ,                 ह        ह                                                      

The way forward 

आ      र   
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 A reliable Digital OSM system requires robust scanning infrastructure, secure archival 

systems, high-capacity servers, and strong cybersecurity safeguards. 

          य      ऱ OSM    ऱ                               ,                     , 
                                           य    य  ह   

 By proactively sharing scanned answer scripts with all students, enabling verification of script 
completeness and authenticity, ensuring transparent matching of awarded marks against 
approved marking schemes, and correcting evaluations where the prescribed marking 
scheme has not been properly followed, the CBSE can quickly restore confidence in the OSM 
process and regain much of the credibility lost during the rollout. 

                                              य                ,                        
औ                 य                 ,                          य     य              

                                ह               य     य         ह        ह   ह   ह   ह         
    , CBSE     ह  OSM    य             ह           ह  औ    य   य               ह   

       य           ह                      ह   
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03J6. The ‘harvest’ China wants is one India cannot afford 

        ‘  ऱ’     प     र     ,                  र            र      

 Diplomacy that trades long-term strategic interests for short-term optics is self-defeating. 

           ,                                              ह       य        ह ,       
             ह    ह   

New Delhi must be cautious 

      ऱ          र          

 The readout issued by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on the 24th round of the 
Special Representatives’ Dialogue on the Boundary Question between India and China 
(on August 19, 2025) between National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi recorded India‟s agreement to “set up an Expert Group ... to explore an 
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early harvest in boundary delimitation in the India-China border areas”. 

      म   ऱय (MEA)       19      2025         औ               म       पर              य  
            24     र                          , र    य   र    ऱ    र          ऱ औ               

          य         ह                             ह             य   य     “    -                 
                    ह                                                    ह          य  
    ” 

 China‟s own readout was more pointed: it used the term “demarcation” rather than 
“delimitation” and spoke of “launching boundary demarcation negotiations in sectors where 
conditions are ripe.” 

                                 :      “delimitation”            “demarcation”        
  य     य   य      “                                           ”         ह    ,  ह   
        य          ह   

 The MEA press release on the 35th Meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultation 
and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs, held in Beijing on May 27, 2026, 

mentions that the two sides “discussed issues pertaining to delimitation, border management, 
mechanism building and cross-border cooperation” and “agreed to work together to make 
substantive preparation” for the next SRs‟ meeting. 

27 म  2026               य       र -      म  म मऱ  पर पर म        म  य   य         35    
             MEA                       य   य                 “            ,           ,     

               -     हय  ”                                                            “    

  य                       य      ”     ह     य       
 The cornerstone of Special Representative negotiations is the Agreement on Political 

Parameters and Guiding Principles, signed on April 11, 2005. 

                                  11    ऱ 2005    ह        र        म       और म        

         पर  म     ह   
 Article III explicitly envisages “a package settlement” covering all sectors of the India-China 

boundary. 

        III                -                                          “                ”    
              ह   

 It establishes a three-step process: first political parameters, then a framework for a final 
settlement, then delineation and demarcation. 

यह    -    य    य              ह :  ह                  ,                              , 
औ                                 

 Demarcation — placing physical markers on the ground — comes last, not first. 

         —                                        —           ह ,          ह    
 China‟s proposal to begin demarcation in a single “ripe” sector inverts this sequence and, in 

effect, asks India to abandon the package architecture in exchange for the appearance of 
progress. 

        “      ”                                                              ह  औ         
                                                                        ह   

 Because the four sectors of the India-China boundary are strategically interlinked, requiring 
give and take across sectors. 

 य        -                                              ह   ह ,                          

                     य    ह    ह   
 It also guards against China extracting concessions sector by sector. 

यह           -  -      य य                         ह   
 An early harvest in Sikkim, where India holds comparative geographical advantage, would let 

Beijing bank a settlement on its preferred terms while leaving the other three sectors 

unresolved. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
2 

     म        ह     ,  ह                                     ह ,                            
                                ,        य                           य         

The Sikkim stakes 

     म              

 The Sikkim Sector boundary is not, as sometimes claimed, a simple matter. 

     म     र   म            ह   ह ,         -           य       ह   
 Clashes at Nathu La and Cho La in 1967, with heavy casualties, showed how sharp these 

differences are. 

1967         ऱ  औ     ऱ     ह        ,              ह    ह     ,    यह     य     य              
      ह   

 Article I of the 1890 Great Britain-China Convention identifies “Mount Gipmochi on the 

Bhutan frontier” as the starting point of the Sikkim-Tibet boundary, but it is preceded by an 
assertion that the boundary “shall be the crest of the mountain range separating the waters 
flowing into the Sikkim Teesta and its affluents from the waters flowing into the Tibetan 
Mochu”. 

1890             -      म ऱ             I “                                ”          -

                                  ह ,             ह   यह         य   य  ह          “        

               ह                       औ        ह य     य      ह                          
    ह                       ह  ” 

 China reads the article as placing the trijunction at Gipmochi. 

                   य  य    -           पम                       ह   
 India and Bhutan hold that the trijunction lies at Batang La, some 6.5 kilometres to the 

north, on the watershed — which is the operative geographical principle in Article I. 

     औ              ह       -                  6.5   ऱ म  र                 ऱ     ह ,    
  -                    ह  — औ  यह          I                            ह   

 Zompelri (or Jampheri) Ridge adjoining Geymochen commands a direct view of the 
Siliguri Corridor, the narrow strip connecting mainland India to its northeastern States. 

  यम            ह      प ऱर  (य    म  र )  र       ऱ         र  र           य      ह    ह ,    
   य                 -        य                            ह   

 Any settlement implicitly endorsing the Gipmochi trijunction would hand China a legal 

instrument to press its claim to the very edge of the Himalayas, exposing the Corridor. 

                        य          पम      -                     ह ,         ह   य    
                                                         औ                             

          
 The Chinese objective is to deepen and widen its Chumbi Valley and increase pressure on 

India‟s most acute territorial vulnerability. 

            य                          ह   औ                                          

    य                      ह   
 The Doklam dimension reinforces this concern. 

   ऱ म          य               औ                  ह   
 Since 2017, China has systematically consolidated its position in western Bhutan — building 

roads and military facilities, constructing villages including Pangda on the Amo Chu river, 
and developing routes to the Jampheri Ridge that bypass the 2017 Doklam standoff site. 

2017                            य                                ह  —      औ     य 

                     य  ह , आम                 प        ह            ह ,       म  र   र     

                    ह     2017                                      ह   
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 A Sikkim settlement would immediately be leveraged by Beijing to step up pressure on a 

vulnerable Bhutan to settle its boundary with China. 

                               य                                                            

           ह           
 India and China have agreed that trijunction points must be finalised in trilateral consultation 

with all countries concerned. 

     औ                 ह   ह       -                                              य        
                 य          ह   

 Since the Eastern Ladakh transgressions of 2020, China has pursued multiple pressure 
tracks simultaneously: military consolidation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), steady 
resurrection of the “Zangnan” (South Tibet) narrative to describe Arunachal Pradesh, 

renaming of places in Arunachal Pradesh, and expansion of “border defence villages” close to 
India-China LAC. 

2020    ह   प    ऱ         म                                                 य       ह : 
          य    र    (LAC)           य         ,      ऱ         “       ” (          ) 

 ह                          ,                                  ,         -    LAC    
     “              ”                 

 The 2005 Agreement recognised this: it called for a political settlement that would “safeguard 

the vital interests of both countries” and set out principles such as the two sides 
“safeguard(ing) due interests of their settled populations in the border areas”.  

2005     म                     य    :                                  ह           “     
         ह        ह         ”         यह                    य   य                “             
                     ह         ”        

03J6. Euro zone inflation jump reinforces rate hike case 

 य र      म  म                  य    र                  म          

 Euro zone inflation accelerated further last month, driven by energy and services, bolstering 
the already strong case for a small European Central Bank (ECB) interest rate hike later this 
month, Eurostat data showed on Tuesday.  

                 Eurostat                   ,      औ                                         
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 ह    य र                   औ      ह  ,           ह              य र प य     य     (ECB)       
 य                       औ        ह      

 

03J6. Bangladeshi FM Rahman elected 
president of UN General Assembly 

     ऱ              म    र म     य    र    म         
  य           

 Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister was elected 
president of the 81st UN General Assembly on Tuesday in 

a vote that, unusually, featured more than one candidate. 

     ऱ              म               81      य    र    म         
  य           ह  ,             य                  

                   
 Khalilur Rahman won 99 votes in the secret ballot 

compared to 91 for Cypriot diplomat Andreas Kakouris. 

                ऱ ऱ र र म      99         ,               
     य      य        र     91          ह    

 He will succeed the outgoing president in September. 

  ह      र               य           ह         
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03J6. EU moves policy for deportations and detention centres in third 
countries 

 EU       र       म          और   र                   आ      य  

 Activists decry the “ICE-inspired” move over potential harm to human rights. 

   य                                                    “ICE-   र ”                  ह   
 The deal was struck between the EU‟s three main institutions — the European Commission, 

the European Council, and the European Parliament. 

 यह        EU                     — य र प य आय  , य र प य प र   औ  य र प य      —        

ह    
 The United Kingdom also planned to deport migrants to Rwanda. 

 य             म            य     र               य              
 But the plan was bogged down in legal red tape and the new government dropped the plan as 

soon as it came to power. 

       यह य                            औ                         ह                 य   
 At least five EU nations — Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, Denmark, and Greece — 

are already in talks with third countries. 

   -  -        EU     —  म   , ऑ   य ,    रऱ  ,    म    और     —  ह      ह                
               ह  ह   

 Mostly in Africa, to host “return hubs” on the model of Italy’s detention deal with Albania. 

    य                       ,        ऱ  औ        य                             “      ह ” 

             
 The EU has continually tightened migration policies after right-wing parties took power in 

some countries in 2024. 

 2024                                                  EU                     य           य  
ह   

 European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has said that the new measures 
will prevent a repeat of the 2015 crisis caused by Syria‟s civil war. 

 य र प य आय        य      ऱ        र ऱ य       ह            2015                         
      ,        य       हय                  ह       

 When about one million people arrived to seek asylum. 

            ऱ   ऱ            य      ह         
 Fueled by people fleeing conflict and poverty across Africa and West Asia, the 2015 refugee 

crisis and successive years of irregular migration to Europe have driven a rightward shift in 

the bloc‟s politics. 

       औ  प   म    य           औ                ह                     2015  र          

औ                       य                                       य  ह   
 Not unlike the anti-immigrant sentiment that buoyed a “red wave” in the 2024 U.S. election. 

 यह       2024     म  र            “र      ”                         -                  ह   
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03J6. ‘ How land pooling solves acquisition woes 

   म  म           र                म य        म      र      

 Rajasthan has recently announced the State‟s first land pooling scheme. 

र          ह   ह        य     ह      म प  ऱ   य                 ह   
 The government is optimistic that the scheme will help with land acquisition and deliver the 

land needed for roads, infrastructure, and development activities. 

             ह     यह य              ह      ह य                 ,          औ        

       य            य                     
 This process has become increasingly complex and financially burdensome, particularly after 

the enactment of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013. 

यह    य                 म       , प           प      प  म           र और प र            र 
     यम, 2013         ह                     औ                    ह     ह   

 The limitations of land acquisition are both structural and procedural. 

         ह                      औ     य                  ह   
 Even before the 2013 Act, acquisition processes were time-consuming and often contested. 

2013         यम     ह               ह        य      य           औ               ह         
 Post-2013, the inclusion of rehabilitation and resettlement provisions have further increased 

financial obligations, making large-scale acquisitions for urban infrastructure increasingly 
unviable. 

2013                औ                             ह                य   औ       ,        ह   
                                       ह      य ह य  ह   य   

On pooling land 

   म प  ऱ   पर 

 While States have tried different solutions, land pooling mechanisms, especially Town 
Planning (TP) schemes, have emerged as a viable alternative. 

य य      य                              य     य  ह ,                       ,              

 ऱ      (TP) य      ,     य ह                         ह   
 The TP scheme, widely implemented in Gujarat and Maharashtra, is among the most 

successful land-pooling models in India. 

TP य    ,             औ   ह          य                 य   य  ह ,                       

                      ह   
 Under this model, landowners voluntarily contribute about 25-40% of their land to provide 

infrastructure such as roads, parks, public amenities, and housing for economically weaker 
sections. 

                    -                          25-40%          ,     ,                   
                                                                ह         ह   

 The remaining land (60-75%) is returned to them as reconstituted plots that are better 
shaped, serviced, and more valuable. 

         (60-75%)   ह                                        ह ,      ह            ,       य    

            य    ह    ह   
 This method integrates land assembly, infrastructure provisions, and cost recovery. 

यह                   ,                 औ                            ह   
 A key strength of the TP scheme is its participatory, people-centric approach. 

TP य                              ह     औ    -              ह   
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 It is also financially self-sustaining, as incremental charges from landowners are recovered 
during development rather than up front. 

यह                         ह ,  य      -     य                           य                 
     ह ,                

 In Rajasthan, land pooling had already been recognised in statutory provisions since 2016. 

र                         2016    ह                        य            
 However, they were handicapped by a lack of experience. 

ह      ,                                            य   य                 
 Now, modifications are being made to the land-value calculations in the State to ensure that 

the financial burden on landowners remains manageable. 

      य            य                                 ह  ह                 य               

      य      ह   
 

03J6. ‘The future of India’s chip industry 

  र       प   य          य 

 A new NITI Aayog report says India‟s semiconductor ecosystem is not yet equipped to fully 

meet domestic demand, while stressing the need to strengthen local manufacturing, as 
geopolitical pressures could potentially disrupt the electronics supply chain. 

     आय                                       म      र प  र                             ह      
                 ह   ह ,     ह       य                             य            य   य  ह , 
 य      र                                                                     ह   
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 NITI Aayog’s Frontier Tech Hub released a report last week that had two main messages: 

first, that India faces steep challenges in developing world-class semiconductor 
manufacturing capabilities, and second, that national interest necessitated pursuing this field 
doggedly regardless of those difficulties. 

     आय          यर                     ह                  ,             य             :  ह  , 
                   य                                                       य           
         ह  ह , औ       ,         य  ह           य                              य           
          ह   

 Yet, India does not have a single fabrication unit, with the first expected to open in Dholera, 
Gujarat by 2028, with a total of ten in various stages of development. 

                                     य      ह   ह ,       ह           र        ऱ र     2028 

       ह               ह , औ            य                            ह   
 Multiple semiconductor packaging and testing facilities have been generously subsidised and 

supported by the Union government (as well as some State governments), through initiatives 
like the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM). 

    य    म      र  म   (ISM)       ह         य                            औ        

                                 य                                 औ               य   य  
ह   

 The ISM is a ₹76,000 crore corpus, and it is almost fully earmarked to projects across 

semiconductor fabs, incentives for component manufacturing, and bulk subscriptions to 
industry-grade semiconductor design applications for students and academia. 

ISM    ₹76,000  र          ह ,                                        य      ,            

            ह            औ                          य  -    य                       य    
        ह     य     ह               य   य  ह   

 While the most cutting edge and ambitious projects — fabs — have received capital subsidies 
of upwards of 50%, other projects have received production- or output-linked incentives. 

 ह             औ   ह            य       —      —    50%                                

ह   ह ,  ह     य    य                            -            ह         ह   
  “India‟s local ecosystem is not ready to fully meet domestic demand for semiconductors,” the 

report said. 

           ह   य  ह , “             य                                            ह                  

  य    ह   ह  ” 
 But it insisted that there was still a need to manufacture locally, as geopolitical pressures like 

a disaster in Taiwan could massively disrupt the electronics supply chain. 

                               य          य                  य  ह ,  य                  ह 

                       -                                                               
     ह   

 “As many semiconductor parts used in defence systems are produced outside India, 
deploying them in our aerospace and defence programmes is increasing threats to national 
security,” the report adds. 

                ह   य  ह , “               य      य                                  ह         

ह    ह ,         ह  ह      य       औ        य          य             य                        
          ह  ह  ” 

Fab gestation 

                  

  “Typically, fab units require four to five years before commencing production,” the report 
points out. 
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           ह   य  ह , “     य           य                           ह                        य 

     ह  ” 
 “During the gestation phase, these units need to invest in purchasing more than 50 

specialised equipment from global players. Even after the production is over, processes like 
yield optimisation and reliability test take several quarters before chips reach the market.” 

“                           य                 य     50                                     

          ह              ह             , य            औ         य                 य       
        हय        ह ,                        ह      ह  ” 

 The report urges the government to work on “building sovereign design and research 
capabilities, R&D excellence and harnessing agentic AI for semiconductor engineering,” since 
“building deep capabilities” in materials sciences and silicon designing will “move India from a 
services-led design base to a creator of differentiated IP, architectures and integration 
technologies that define next generation systems.” 

                “   य         औ                 ,                                 
                 य     ह           AI      य  ”      य            ह      ह ,  य          
      औ                       “ ह         ”                   “      -                  

                      ,           औ            य     य            ”                  ,    
                  य                   

Capital investment 

प           

 While the details on the second phase of the India Semiconductor Mission are yet to be 
revealed, the report pegs the necessary capital expenditure from the state at $45-60 billion 

over a period of ten years. 

य य       य    म      र  म                                    ह    य  ह ,                  
                             45-60  र    ऱर             यय      ह     

 This amount should, however, be spent on projects where the risk is less and “bankability” 
can assure returns to investors, the report warns. 

ह      ,                     ह     यह                 य                         ह   ह         

   ह      “         ”                                   
 This translates to a shift away from directing public funds towards frontier chips, whose 

transistors are the smallest — 3 to 7 nanometres — and towards “mature, advanced—

aligned with strategic relevance—as well as compound nodes,” the report says. 

                          यह ह                      य           ,                     3    
7     म  र    ह    ह ,    ह     “      ,     —         ह           —                ”    
           य       

 It advocates, for instance, “selective depth, capital efficiency and system-level differentiation, 
rather than attempting to replicate the full global manufacturing spectrum.” 

   ह         , यह “                                             य  य       ह   ,            
औ       -    य       ”               ह   

 For instance, packaging, which is among the last steps of a chipmaking process, and less 
expensive and complex than fabrication, is identified as a “core production pillar, not a 
downstream activity” in the report. 

   ह      ,         ,                  य                         ह                           
    ह    औ          ह ,           “   य            ,                           ”          
 ह        ह   
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Trusted partners 

       य       र 

 In a list of “priority partners,” the report highlights the U.S., Japan, the European Union, and 
South Korea as partners with whom to work to get “access to critical tools, equipment 

servicing and lifecycle support,” and to take advantage of “India‟s market scale, talent base 
and packaging capacity.” 

“               ”                       म  र  ,   प  , य र प य     और         रय         
                           य  ह ,                 “ ह             ,              औ  
                 ह   ”                 ह      “                   ,            औ  
             ”           य          ह   

 

 

 

03J6. ‘ The need for strengthening India’s EV supply chains 

  र          आप        ऱ             र      आ  य    

 Around 2.5 million vehicles were sold in FY26, a significant increase from FY25. 

    य     2026         25 ऱ               ,        य     2025                    य       ह   
 As the sector scales, India is moving away from imported fossil fuels, only to find itself 

becoming increasingly dependent on imported lithium-ion batteries. 

    -     यह            ह   ह  ह ,       य                            ह  ह ,           ह   य     

    य - य       य                           ह  ह   
 EV growth must now be judged by three additional metrics: supply chain resilience, strategic 

autonomy, and long-term sustainability. 

   EV                                        —                        ,         

   य    औ                   —              य          ह   
 Under the ACC Battery Production Linked Incentive scheme, 40 GWh of capacity has 

been awarded, but only about 1 GWh has been installed so far. 

ACC    र          ऱ            य               40 GWh                   ह ,             

          1 GWh      ह         ह      ह    
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Product modifications 

  प          

 Further, India‟s path forward lies in building a structured „EV supply chain alliance‟ with 

trusted partners, one that spans minerals, manufacturing, technology, and standards. 

            ,             य        य                           „EV   ऱ             ‟ 

            ह  ह ,        ,         ,    य      औ                  ह   

03J6. ‘ Govt. to replace WPI with Producer 

Price Index, new series from June 15 

  र  र WPI           य  र             ऱ    , 
       ऱ  15        

 The Centre will phase out the Wholesale Price 
Index (WPI) over the next five years. 

                                म  य         (WPI)    
                             

 While simultaneously introducing a more detailed 
Producer Price Index (PPI), covering output, input and 

services prices. 

     ह                 य  र             (PPI)           , 
            ,       औ                        ह     

 In a bid to offer a more realistic assessment of 
inflationary trends in the economy. 

           य     य                                   

य                        ह   
 Speaking with reporters, Praveen Mahto, 

Principal Economic Adviser in the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry, said that the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) will 

release the revised series of WPI with new base year 
2022-23 on June 15. 

      य       य   म   ऱय                  ह         

म                            ह       य   और आ   र  

 य प र              (DPIIT) 15        2022-23     य  
               WPI                               

 Which would replace the existing series with base 
year 2011-12. 

 यह        2011-12                                    
 In addition, the department would release a new 

series of PPI from June 15. 

                    15        PPI                      
       

 It will have three indices — Output PPI, Trial 
Input PPI and Services PPI. 

                  ह    — आ  प   PPI,   यऱ   प   PPI और 
        PPI  

 Initially, Services PPI will have seven services — 
Banking, Securities Transaction, Insurance, 
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Management of Pension Funds, Railways, Air (Passenger), and Telecom. 

                  PPI                     ह    —       ,    य  र            ,   म , प        

     , र ऱ  ,      य         और   र    र  
 “Considering the wide usage of WPI in price escalation clauses, this index will be released for 

five years from the date of release of the revised series along with PPI and will be 
discontinued thereafter,” the ministry said in a statement. 

      य     य       ह , “   य                         WPI     य      य            ह  ,         

            ह                                    PPI                       औ                   

     य        ” 
 The transition from WPI to PPI aligns with global best practices adopted by advanced 

economies and the recommendations of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

 WPI    PPI       यह                  य                                         औ  
   रर    य म        (IMF)                      ह   

 The availability of both Output PPI and Input PPI provides a better understanding of the price 

movements of output items vis-à-vis the input items used in an industry. 

 आ  प   PPI औ    प   PPI                   य         य   ह               औ          

                              ह                              
 It also explains how inflation experienced by producers of input items is passed through to the 

output they produce. 

 यह यह                                                                                     
                ह    ह   

 Mr. Mahto said that the Service PPIs for seven services have been compiled in the first 

phase based on the availability of data from administrative sources/agencies. 

     ह       ह      ह                                  PPI              औ       य     
                         य          ह   

 More services are planned to be added to the PPI basket of services in subsequent phases, 

subject to data availability. 

                                           PPI                औ                      
 The DPIIT informed that WPI and Output PPI are being compiled on a monthly basis. 

 DPIIT                  WPI औ  आ  प   PPI                           य      ह  ह   
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03J6. ‘Extreme heat tests India’s record milk production 

       म       र      र            प       पर    ऱ  

 The dairy sector accounts for about 5% of India’s GDP and supports more than 80 million 
farmers. 

   य               GDP    ऱ    5% य           ह  औ  8  र                      ह         

     ह   
 Rising incomes and population level mean demand for dairy is set to grow. 

       य औ       य            य                            ह   
 The government estimates it could almost double by 2050. 

                 ह     यह      2050                ह       ह   
 But extreme heat means cows eat less, make less milk, struggle to conceive and produce 

fewer live offspring, experts say. 

                           य                  य          ह ,             ह ,            
       ह    ह  औ                   य             ह   

 India‟s milk production reached a record 239 million tonne in the 2023-24 fiscal year. 

                     2023-24     य               239  म ऱय         ह     य   
 Investing in cooling systems, ventilation and feed management. 

                ,          औ                           ह   
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J6. ‘Formalising supply chain integrity a huge challenge for circularity’ 

 ‘आप         ऱ               औप   र        प रप      य         ऱ            ’ 

 At the Maharashtra Circular Economy Conclave held here, large Indian firms spoke about 
the efforts being taken towards circular economy. 

 यह    य     म  र        ऱर      म      ऱ               य      य               य        
                ह   य                

  “The second challenge is transparency and traceability in the system that the material is 
really good and is going to get recycled back into the system.” 

 “                                औ                          ह       यह                     
              ह  औ                                            य        ” 
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03J6. Tigress Zeenat gives birth to four cubs in 
Odisha’s Similipal 

             म ऱप ऱ म                  र            म 

  य  

 The translocation effort aimed at enhancing the genetic diversity 
of tigers in Odisha‟s Similipal Tiger Reserve has received a major 

boost. 

             म ऱप ऱ     र  र                                         
     य                       य                     ह   

 Especially after an earlier experiment to introduce tigers in 
Satkosia Tiger Reserve had failed. 

                    य          ह         य      र  र               
          य        ह   य      
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03J6. India vulnerable to chronic aircraft noise thanks to regulatory gaps 

  य म  य   मय       र    र         ऱ    म     र                ऱ 

 India‟s aviation and environmental regulations require airports to map the aircraft noise 
exposure using decibel contours — maps showing how the air pressure varies around the 

airport. 

          म        पय   र  य   यम            ह                 ऱ     र      य              

                               य  ह  —               यह        ह     ह                  

  य                     ह   
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 Some emerging research has pointed to inflammation, stress-related changes, and even 
cognitive effects. 

          ह               ,     -       प र     ,     यह                म                    

  य  ह   
 These personnel also showed subclinical cochlear and neural damage. 

       य       -             य                                     
 Together, the findings suggested aircraft noise may be a chronic biological stressor affecting 

both auditory and cardiovascular systems. 

             यह                                                     ह       ह ,        

      य-   ह        य                      ह   
 He added that current aircraft noise assessment frameworks may underestimate broader 

public health risks because they remain largely centered on hearing damage and decibel 
thresholds. 

  ह    यह     ह                         य            य           य                       

     ह ,  य          य                                      ह   

Unequal risk 

  म       म 

 The gap between monitoring noise and understanding risk requires technical but also social 
solutions because of how the options of the people at risk are constrained. 

               औ                                          ह   ह  ,                      
                ह ,  य                                 ह    ह   

 He installed expensive double-glazed windows but they did little to keep the noise out. 

  ह     ह      ऱ- ऱ         य        ,                           ह                 ह    
 Both World Health Organization and International Civil Aviation Organization guidelines 

have acknowledged these factors. 

          य              रर    य     र     य                    -                      
         य  ह   

 Markandeya Tiwari, a former faculty member of the Department of Civil Engineering at IIT-
Banaras Hindu University, said relying only on averaged indicators, such as Leq and LDN, 

is insufficient to understand aircraft noise exposure. 

म      य     र ,    आ आ   -    र               य ऱय        ऱ       य र                     य 

   य ह ,     ह          औ          ,      Leq औ  LDN,           ह                      
               य     ह   

 He added that additional metrics such as L10, L50, and L90 are required to capture 

fluctuations, peak exposure periods, and intermittent noise. 

  ह     ह         -    ,                         -      ह                             

L10, L50 और L90                        य  ह   
 Leq is the average acoustic energy. 

Leq औ              ह   
 LDN is a variant of Leq over 24 hours plus 10 dB added to all nighttime noise. 

LDN, 24                 Leq          ह ,                            10 dB           ह   
 L10, L50, and L90 are the sound levels exceeded for 10%, 50%, and 90% of the time. 

L10, L50 औ  L90             ह          10%, 50% औ  90%   य                     ह   
 According to him, while the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is formally responsible 

for monitoring aviation noise, most of the compliance is handled by airport operators and the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA). 

           , य य       य         य         (CPCB) औ                                      
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         य  ह ,                         य  ह                        र   म    म        ऱय 

(DGCA)         य       ह   
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03J6. Indigenous air-to-surface 
RudraM-II missile clears flight 
trials; Rajnath praises team 

                   पर म र  र     ऱ  
  म-II  म   ऱ         पर    

  ऱ  प     प र    य ; र           म 

    र        

 The Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and 
the Indian Air Force (IAF) have 

successfully conducted flight-tests of the 
indigenous RudraM-II air-to-surface missile. 

 र                            (DRDO) औ  
  र  य   य       (IAF)             म-II ह      
  ह                                     

        य  ह   
 Data captured through a network of 

tracking and monitoring instruments 
deployed by the Integrated Test Range 
(ITR), Chandipur, confirmed the missile‟s 

performance and the success of the trials. 

                र   (ITR),      प र             

       औ                                   

                         औ            
                   

 RudraM-II was developed by Research Centre Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad, the nodal DRDO 

laboratory for the programme. 

   म-II           र       र  म र  (RCI),    र             य   य ,         य           DRDO 

         य       ह   
 In collaboration with other DRDO establishments, including Defence Research and 

Development Laboratory (DRDL), High Energy Materials Research Laboratory 
(HEMRL), Armament Research & Development Establishment (ARDE), and ITR. 

 यह       DRDO      य                     र           ऱपम   ऱ   र  र  (DRDL),          
म   रय    र    ऱ   र  र  (HEMRL), आम  म    र           ऱपम         ऱ म   (ARDE) औ  ITR    
 हय        य   य   
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 The programme also received significant support from development-cum-production partners. 

      य                         हय                   ह                   
 Along with agencies such as Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Regional Centre for 

Military Airworthiness, Missile System Quality Assurance Agency, and a number of 

Indian defence industries. 

                       यर         ऱ म    (HAL), र   ऱ    र   र  म ऱ    यर       ,  म   ऱ 

    म     ऱ     य र         औ          य       य           हय     य   
 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated the DRDO, the IAF, defence public sector 

undertakings (DPSUs), industry partners and all stakeholders. 

 र   म    र              DRDO, IAF,                    (DPSUs),   य    हय   य  औ      
 ह                   

 


